
Online | 22 May, 29 May and 5 June

NATURE  
POSITIVE  

CITIES
SYMPOSIUM

DAY ONE – THURSDAY 22 MAY 2025 | Measuring Urban Nature Positive Impact: Metrics, Methods, and Meaning
9:30am - 9:40am WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

9:40am - 10:00am Sally Fraser, UK Jacobs | The Statutory Biodiversity Metric for England

10:00am - 10:20am Kevin Halsey, Ecometrix Solutions | A Holistic Ecosystem Metric Approach for An Urban Context

10:20am - 10:40am Dr Jeremy Cheesman, Marsden Jacob Associates | What are some essential metrics for the Australian Nature Positive scene and what makes a good baseline |  
Urban Ecosystem Services Project

10:40am - 10:50am BREAK

10:50am - 11.10am Martine Maron, The University of Queensland | A new metric for faunal community condition

11.10am - 11.30am Prof Hugh Possingham, The University of Queensland  | The growing use of AI and big data in assessing conservation benefits

11.30am - 11.50 am Hamish Holewa, Australian Research Data Commons (ARDC) | Environmental Indicators Initiative 

11.50am - 12.10pm Prof Nicholas Williams, The University of Melbourne | Restoring critically endangered native grasslands and reintroducing species

12.10pm - 12.50pm Panel session | Q&A

DAY TWO - THURSDAY 29 MAY 2025 | Operationalising Nature Positive Principles: From Concept to Urban Reality
10:00am - 10:05am WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

10:05am - 10:30am Prof Sarah Bekessey, RMIT | Review of  current state of play with biodiversity sensitive urban design across Australia, and its application urban planning and policy and professional practice

10:30am - 10:55am Bradley Kerr, Winson Kerr Architects | Nature, Culture and Country

10.55am - 11.05am BREAK

11.05am - 11.40am SPEED PRESENTATIONS | Bringing professions together: different perspectives

Laura Hamilton-O’Hara, Living Future Institute Australia 
Gail Hall, Australian Green Infrastructure Network 
Ross Wissing,  Australian Institute of Landscape Architects 
Elaway Dalby-Ball,  Ecological Consultants Association of NSW 
Stephanie Sirianni,  Nature Collective 
Alison Scotland, Australian Sustainable Built Environment Council

11.40am - 1:00pm Panel session | Exploring professional nature positive perspectives

DAY THREE - THURSDAY 5 JUNE 2025 | Global Perspectives: Nature Positive Cities Worldwide
8:30am - 8:35am WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

8:35am - 9.00am Nick Thomas, Partner at Clayton UTZ I Comparing Australian Nature Positive legislation compared to global frameworks 

9.00am - 9:20am Zoë Avery, Director at The Urbanist Ltd

9:20am - 9:40am Alexandra Bowen, Founder and Consultant at Biophilic Design

9:40am - 10:00am Liz Crump, Principal Consultant, Arup Peru and Harry Lavelle, Natural Infrastructure Specialist, Arup Peru

10:00am - 10.10am BREAK

10.10am - 10.30am Jad Daley, President and CEO at American Forests

10:30am - 10:50am Dr Jenni Garden, Principal – Ecology and Sustainable Cities Lead at Edge Impact

10:50am - 11:10am Jia Xin Chum, Associate Director at Henning Larson, Singapore

11:10am - 12:00pm Panel session | Q&A


