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Dr Steve Turton lives on the Sunshine Coast hinterland, and is Adjunct Professor of 

Environmental Geography at Central Queensland University. From 2006-to 2016, he 

held several senior roles as a Professor of Geography at James Cook University in Cairns, 

including Director of Research for the Rainforest Cooperative Research Centre. 

Steve is a former Councillor of the Institute of Australian Geographers and a former 

member of the Wet Tropics Management Authority’s Scientific Advisory Committee. 

He is a Past President of the Australian Council of Environmental Deans and Directors, 

Past-President of the Institute of Australian Geographers and Past-Chair of the National 

Committee for Geographical Sciences, Australian Academy of Science. In 2016, Steve 

was appointed as a Distinguished Fellow of the Institute of Australian Geographers, and 

in 2017 was awarded the J.P. Thomson Medal from the Royal Geographical Society of 

Queensland. He is currently an associate editor of Geographical Research.

Steve’s research and teaching interests include tropical climatology and climate change, 

rainforest disturbance ecology (esp. due to tropical cyclones), the adaptation of tourism, 

agriculture, forestry and natural resource management sectors to climate change. He has 

published widely in these areas of study. Steve was an expert reviewer for the 5th and 6th 

IPCC Assessment Reports (Working Group 2, Impacts and Adaptation). His sole-authored 

book, Surviving the Climate Crisis: Australian Perspectives and Solutions (CRC Press, Taylor 

and Francis, UK), is to be published this December.


