—

The urgent need for a new

generation of nahonal |
environment laWs .

-













W‘

“The main pressures facing the Australian
environment today are the same as in

2011: climate change, land-use change,

habitat fragmentation and degradatlon, |

and invasive species. In addition, the - I}; | 1 ‘ ”’
interactions between thesé and otherl
pressures are resulting in cumulatlye ;
impacts, ampllfylng the threatsf ce}d by, Y
the Australlan enwronment <3 t‘f‘ SoE 2016 |

\ ,
i1 |



| s e rsnrar sawrcn seew WIS KOBGN LB

PYafie MO (NILEG P AAR 2TAN e s ol L ~
BN DRI AT T LA O B Specs WAL ST A
S ———— 'S

WAL R BRI OF T SEEAT DOTae AT ACATN CHER DAD T OOwrGamINd MO
PEp S 000 TR G B A LA O CAEAC A AR

TACONEN RIVCE B AN TON T RO LG T R e DO .‘-
P S 8 00N AT G B SR LT W A ACAL S B IIA

The commyaniy of aaties 1pacs Sepandent on
ratrel dachage of groandeai oo the Geat

COMBOOwAT T 000 Of SRMAGOL NI e COmNGoe M daee ot
TMGCOATASY I WAGACE OF B0y BICTAIGS OF AOVES e B IWaos
B OF A B SOBMACA I MG 0N PG Naea

i

Glare xap Matae Toreats of Soar Cant Ausanis

Poacona et aln Magama meadows o Te

Marseg hanteadsy scongion 1
Lutrcpca are Taveaats Coamns Satmans 7 5

- -
o F\ .
_a¥ » - —— . l-.u.n--q. Pagiey | "WV SN WY



THE CASE FOR CHANGE

The current national environment law, the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 is nearly 20 years old.

Written at a time when most threats were not
well understood, it allows for too much discretion,
enables poor decisions and fails to address
cumulative impacts.

And besides, it isn't working.
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Fas-tracking
extinction
Ausstralia’s national
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Nationally threatened species habitat loss 2000-201/

TYPES OF LOSS LOSS OF LIKELY LOSS OF KNOWN
THREATENED SPECIES THREATENED SPECIES

TOTAL
HABITAT LOSS

HABITAT HABITAT ©6)

(hectares) (hectares)

Potentially regulated habitat loss

under EPBC Act 786,462 274,048 10.53
Unregulated habitat loss under

EPBC Act 6,660,938 922,695 89.47
Total habitat loss 2000-2017 7,447,400 1,196,743

Total nationally threatened species 7473237

habitat loss 2000 - 2017
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Fast-tracking Likely habitat loss .
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Total loss of likely or known
threatened species habitat
Overview of datasets used for analysis
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NAME SOURCE RESOLUTION/SCALE | YEAR(S)

Burnt areas AusCover and University of Maryland MODIS 250m-500m 2000-2017
burned areas collection 45

Species of National Department of Environment and Energy 100m 2018
Environmental Significance

EPBC Act Referrals Department of Environment and Energy Tkm 2018
Spatial Dataset

Forest cover Department of Environment and Energy, 0.00025 dec. degr. 1991-2018
National Greenhouse Gas Inventory (NCAS)

Land use Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource  50m and 1000m 1997-2015
Economics and Sciences

Major Vegetation Subgroups Department of Environment and Energy, 100m pre-clearing
v5 preclearing National Vegetation Information System (NVIS) _s”
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CASE STUDIES

Regional Forest Agreements



1. New national environment laws
2. An Sustainable Australia Commission
3. A National Environment Protection Authority

4. Community Rights and Participation



1. NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT LAWS THAT
GENUINELY PROTECT AUSTRALIA’'S NATURAL
AND CULTURAL HERITAGE



Develop national environmental plans that are
coordinated, strategic and at appropriate scales.

Set binding national standards, methodologies
and targets for a range of environmental
indicators

Establish national standards for environmental
assessment and approvals

Intervene at any jurisdiction to contain high-
threat invasive species

Accredit ecologically sustainable industries



3. AN INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
PROTECTION AUTHORITY



Access to justice is a crucial component of public
confidence in environmental decision making.
This includes:

« Open standing provisions for anyone to seek a
review of government decisions, enforce a
breach or anticipated breach of law.

 Extend legal standing to merits review of

approval and permitting decisions to improve
rigour and transparency.

 Protection from costs in public interest legal
proceedings.



FOR MORE INFORMATION:

nction Crisis
;_ectmg crltlcal

- https://www.acf.org.au/reports

« http://apeel.org.au/papers
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PLACES
You-  http:.//mwww.placesyoulove.org/
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Or get in touch: Andrew.picone@acf.org.au | Apg '


https://www.acf.org.au/reports
http://apeel.org.au/papers
http://www.placesyoulove.org/
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