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1. Setting the scene
• Location

• Damage

2. Emergency legislation

3. Case study – Ohau Point

Overview



• SH1 1 (road) & MNL (rail)  between 
Picton & Christchurch.

• Major tourist destination - whale & 
dolphin encounters

Kaikoura





 

 Coastal route – State Highway 1 (road) 

 Coastal route – Main North Line (rail) 

Clarence River 

Oaro 

330 km MNL 

125 km MNL 

Geographic context







Coastal uplift



Landslides





Hurunui/Kaikoura Earthquake Recovery Act 2016





Case Study - Ohau Point



• Largest breeding colony on the 
east coast of the South Island, 
with some 4,000 seals. 

• Buried under 150,000m3 of 
slip material.

• Ohau Stream waterfall pool 
destroyed.

Ohau Point Fur Seal Sanctuary



Ohau Point Road Rebuild

• Heli-sluicing

• Scaling

• Blasting

• Remove slip material

• Geotechnical

• Build seawall – out into the 
seal sanctuary.

• NZ fur seal breeding colony –
4,000 individuals. 









NZ fur seals

• Worked closely with Department of 
Conservation.

• Full time seal handlers (2-6 people), day 
and night team.

• Seal phone and business cards.

• Handling and retrieval protocols.

• Management methods:

• fencing;

• high-pressure hose;

• hand moving – herding and capturing; 
and…



Heli-herding



• Variety of rock daisy 
found only on the 
bluffs of Ohau Point.

• 95% of the Ohau rock 
daisy population was 
lost as a result of the 
earthquake.

Ohau Rock Daisy



Ohau Rock Daisy



Challenges and Opportunities

• Limited physical space

• Harsh environment

• High ecological values

• Emergency legislation

• Adaptive management 
& innovation



Thank you – Questions?



Key conditions

• Requirement for Restoration Liaison Group

• Ecological scoping surveys

• Development of project ecological principles

• Construction Environmental Management 
Plan

• Erosion and Sediment Control Plan

• Iwi Adviser required supported by cultural 
monitors
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