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The issue
• Ecologically critical native species

• Highly mobile, each species considered single national population

• Large influxes

• Urbanising trend 

• High levels of community conflict, increased by media

• Deregulation / devolution of power

• Increased pressure on councils to manage

• Increase in camp management and dispersals (up 6,250% in Qld first year of the new framework) –
fragmented, reactive, costly and often ineffective



National Flying-fox Forum 2016



National Flying-fox Strategic Vision



Implementation Plan

• Sought official endorsement of the 
NFFSV

• National flying-fox management 
coordination group to:

• Promote adoption of the NFFSV
• Create a platform for sharing 

management and research 
outcomes across the states and 
regions

• Develop a detailed national 
strategy 



Implementation Plan
 A single plan for a single national population
 Devolving responsibility does not help 
 Local governments asking for a state and national approach
 How to make a National Strategy – the Asthma Council way
 Coordinate effort, unity of purpose and a convincing plan of attack



Implementation

Sep 
2016

Nov 
2016

Apr 
2017

May 
2017

Jun 
2017

Oct 
2017

GHFF draft 
recovery plan 
submission 

Motion for the 
Australian Local 
Government 
Association National 
General Assembly



Progress since the 2016 Forum
NSW research
NSW flying-fox grants
Qld research
Qld review of COP
Hunter Councils regional approach



Inquiry report recommendations
1. Propose a national / eastern states flying-fox consultative committee / working group to the Council of 
Australian Governments. 

2. Establish a funding pool for research and conservation, to enable:
 continued NFFMP funding for 10 years+
 committed funding for priority actions in the SFF and GHFF recovery plans
 targeted national research into flying-fox roosting behaviours and habitat loss impacts
 any other research that allows for the timely evaluation of flying-foxes under the EPBC Act, informed 

by rigorous data, at the earliest opportunity.

3. Develop, in consultation with relevant state and local governments, a tool that assists councils to make 
decisions on action, referral and education. 

4. In consultation with other relevant organisations, develop (and promote) education resources for 
communities regarding flying-fox ecology, behaviour, environmental significance, health impacts, and 
management options.



Where to from here? 
Progressing a National Strategy and Working Group
Please visit the poster presentation over lunch to help brainstorm!



Thank you 

Jess Bracks
Principal Wildlife Biologist

jbracks@ecosure.com.au

Richard Collins
Coordinator Environmental Planning

RCollins@lvrc.qld.gov.au
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