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Flying-fox conservation and camp 
management in NSW
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Legislation and Regulation
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Camp 
Management 
Plan 
Template
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Supporting Resources

Image: Paisley Hadley
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Flying-fox Engage
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Flying-fox Land Managers’ Network
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Flying-foxes Grants Program
• $1 million available to councils
• Emergency camp management (up to $50k)
• Developing plans (up to $15k)
• Implementing plans (up to $50k)
• Matching funds or in-kind contribution

Image: Richmond Valley CouncilImage: Richmond Valley CouncilImage: Shannon Dann



8

Flying-foxes Netting Program
• $7.1 million for exclusion netting of commercial 

orchards since 2011
• Fixed canopy and throwover netting
• Total area netted is 

> 700 hectares

Image: Apple and Pear Australia



9

National Flying-fox Monitoring 
Program



Guidelines for 
restoring foraging 
habitat
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Roost Habitat Model
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Threat Action description Scale

Loss of foraging sites
Increase the extent and viability of foraging habitat for the Grey-headed Flying-fox that is 
productive during winter and spring through dedicated habitat creation and restoration using 
guides published by OEH (in preparation).

Site, Area

Loss of foraging sites
Negotiate agreements with landholders, particularly in-perpetuity covenants or stewardship 
agreements that promote the protection and retention of high quality foraging habitat for 
landscape pollinators including Grey-headed Flying-foxes.

Site, Area

Loss of roosting sites
Rehabilitate degraded flying-fox roost sites through weed management, planting new roost 
trees, managing understorey vegetation to maintain suitable microclimate conditions, 
establishing buffers between roost camps and nearby human settlements to minimise conflict. 

Site

Loss of roosting sites Negotiate agreements with landholders, particularly in-perpetuity covenants or stewardship 
agreements that promote the protection and retention of roost sites. Site

Conflict with humans at roost 
sites

Conduct dedicated  engagement programs in communities affected by flying-fox roost sites, 
building the capacity of all stakeholders to engage in the process of decision-making and 
developing camp management plans. Provide information about mitigating the impacts of flying-
foxes on nearby residences and businesses such as strategic vegetation management, and 
structural modifications like double-glazing, air conditioning and shade cloths.

Site

Conflict with humans at roost 
sites

Distribute public education materials to land managers & local community groups working with 
contentious flying-fox roost sites highlighting species status, reasons for being in urban areas, 
reasons for decline etc.

Site

Heat stress

Develop site-based heat stress response protocols for camps likely to be affected by heat stress 
events. Protocols should be based on best practice guidelines 
(http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/animals/flying-fox-heat.htm), and should be implemented 
by licensed fauna rehabilitators. Data should be recorded to inform future management of heat 
stress events (http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/animals/150725-flying-fox-heat-
data.docx).

Site

Inadequate support for fauna 
rehabilitation

To be developed State

[Population monitoring] Undertake quarterly flying-fox counts using established methodology at known roost sites as 
part of the ongoing National Flying-fox Monitoring Program. Site
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