


• What makes a 
good offset?

• What makes a 
really good 
offset?







The EPBC Offsets Policy relies very 
heavily on the concept and 

quantification of “Habitat Quality” 

…across both impact and offset sites



…and the search for offsets 
began





BC Habitat Quality 

Rapid Assessment Tool:

• Developed using 

scientifically-relevant habitat 

attributes;

• Semi-quantitative;

• Used to screen offset options 

as a prelude to expert study.
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What else? A real
threat 
exists.

01

Good 
chance of 
success.

02

Equipped 
for the 
long-
term.

03

Measur-
able 
progress.

04



Offset options 
that we looked at



 Conserve & Enhance – 200 ha adjacent to State Forest



 Replant and protect – 45 ha farmland adjacent to State Forest



 Enhance and protect – 105 ha farmland with DRF & wetland areas
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• 123 ha of jarrah/marri of 
mixed age class

• Two large unfenced 
remnants on farmland 
used for cattle grazing

• Known utilisation by BC

• Contiguous with larger 
remnant.

Offset site





Talison: 
Funding and 
governance.

BBG: 
Admin and 
landowner 

support.

Farmer: 
Covenant, 
fencing & 

maintenance

1. Landowner, with assistance from BBG, 
constructs fence to specified standard, 
removes stock and enters into a 20-year 
maintenance agreement.

2. Offset program will be managed ‘on the 
ground’ by BBG, with annual inspections 
& reports provided to Talison. 

3. Program entirely funded by Talison 
Lithium, with appropriate governance 
measures including legal agreements, 
external audits and regular meetings.

Mechanism



A real
threat 
exists.

Cattle 
causing 
physical 
damage to 
trees and 
soil

No 
recruitment

Good 
research

Good 
chance of 
success.

Simple and 
proven 
method 
(fencing + 
planting)

15-yr old 
recoveries 
next door

Good 
research

Equipped 
for the 
long-term.

Perpetual 
covenant

Farmer 
retains land

BBG has 25 
yrs plus of 
experience

Talison 
retains 
obligations

Measurable 
progress.

Real 
indicators

Annual 
audits and 
condition 
reports

Baseline 
and 
periodic BC 
utilisation
surveys

01 02 03 04

Offset 
assessment

Equates to 107.7% of proposed impact.









Outcomes

Measurable benefit for the environment –
active measures applied to susceptible 
areas.

 Benefits to the company: lower capital 
outlay; reduced business risk; less demand 
on staff resources.

 Benefits to local NRM: capacity building, 
stable funding source, and a transferable 
framework for similar projects.

 Benefits to the landowner: ‘cost neutral’ 
landscape and ecosystem protection & 
enhancement, ownership retained.



Work together to maximize the benefits of your 
offsets



With special thanks to:
Talison Lithium Limited

And
Blackwood Basin Group

Further details available – search for EPBC Assessment 2013/6904
Offset Management Plan available at www.talisonlithium.com




