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Presentation 

Introducing CoastAdapt: A national tool to support Australian coastal decision 

makers to manage risks associated with climate change 

 

Abstract 

CoastAdapt, is a tool/framework to support coastal decision makers to manage the 

risks associated with a changing climate. The contents of the product are based on 

user needs identified from a broad consultation process around Australia. 

The demand driven tool has been developed following consultation with over 700 

stakeholders, and with regular, and has included regular engagement with potential 

users from all levels of government, business and industry throughout.  CoastAdapt will 

provide extensive technical information and guidance to support decision makers on 

the coast.  We have focussed on delivering information in ways that is accessible to 

high-level decision makers (Councils and Boards), time poor managers, and technical 

experts.   

CoastAdapt is delivered through the web, and includes information, data, guidance, 

case studies and tools which will support users to: 

• Learn about climate change 

• Assess risks and impacts 

• Understand adaptation 

• Undertake adaptation 

• Connect with the adaptation community 

Some key components of CoastAdapt are: 

• Sea-level rise and you, which allows users to obtain sea-level rise data and 

associated inundation mapping for coastal local government areas 

around Australia 

• Shoreline Explorer, which provides information on secondary sediment 

compartments around Australia, coastal geomorphological data 

(SmartLine), and Water Observations from Space 

• C-CADS (Coastal Climate Adaptation Decision Support), a risk based 

process to help users develop a climate change adaptation plan 

• CoastExchange, a Community of Practice through which participants can 

share experiences and information, participate in discussions and quizzes 

• Case studies, a compendium of case studies from Australia and abroad is 

delivered to illustrate concepts and provide insights about what is being 

done by practitioners. 



A key focus of ours is helping decision makers to overcome barriers, and we have put 

extensive effort into developing guidance material on communication, getting 

organisational buy-in, working with consultants, developing business plans for 

adaptation and novel ways of financing adaptation.   

Available from August as a beta version, we continue to seek feedback on 

CoastAdapt and will be delivering a final version of CoastAdapt on February 28 2017. 

 



CoastAdapt: use it or 

lose it
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Challenge for NCCARF in second 

phase (2014-2017)

• To build a Tool/Framework that will provide 

coastal managers, especially in local 

councils, with support and knowledge to 

take action to adapt to climate change and 

sea-level rise



Picture from “The Walking Dead”

“The Road to Effective Adaptation”

User consultation after tool developed

Same tools developed many times 
- Get to the same stage and are 
- developed no further

Tool doesn’t address user needs

No funding for maintenance and updatingNo training

Tool published –
little appetite for outreach by developers 

Lack of user capacity



Understanding user needs through consultation

• 700 stakeholders around Australia (all states and territories)
– 400 face to face

– 300 online survey

• Broad ranging
– Government (Local, State, Commonwealth)

– Business and Industry

– NRM

– Community groups

– Academics

Demand driven development



Authoritative

64 authors

41 technical reviewers

End-user review of every 

document

Every content peer reviewed



User 
experience 
testing

User 
experience 
testing





What’s in CoastAdapt?



What’s in CoastAdapt?

Two data 

and 

visualization 

products





• Sediment compartments

• Smartline – a visualisation tool that identifies 
coastal areas susceptible to erosion

• Water observations from space: historical 
surface water observations allowing users to 
distinguish between permanent water bodies 
and areas prone to flooding



Web content



Checklists



Simple Tools



Information Manuals

10 technical “stand alone” 
manuals



Impact Sheets

13 sectoral impact sheets



Decision support

C-CADS



Case Studies and Snapshots

54 case studies 

including videos



Infographics



e
• Forum for adaptors to 

connect with their peers, 

share ideas

• “Ask an expert”

www.connect.coastadapt.com.au/

CoastExchange

http://www.connect.coastadapt.com.au/


Providing feedback

At the end of every page 



Thankyou

d.rissik@griffith.edu.au

www.coastadapt.com.au
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