
Omar Ameer 
Director Regulatory Performance 
Dept of Environment and Heritage Protection 
 
 
 
Presentation 
 
What regulators really think of environmental practitioners – and why it matters 
 
Biography 
 
Omar is the Director Regulatory Performance with the Queensland Government’s 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection.  Omar’s unit is responsible for 
supporting the implementation of the department’s regulatory strategy and finding 
innovative solutions to regulatory challenges, as well as doing a range of other regulatory 
and customer service functions.  Before joining the then-Environmental Protection Agency as 
an investigator in 2007, Omar had practised for 8 years as a solicitor.  
 
Abstract 
 
Environmental regulatory schemes rely on competent, ethical environmental practitioners, 
and much of the economic activity in the environment sector is driven by regulatory 
pressures. Both regulators and practitioners work for the benefit of the natural world, and the 
relationship between the two is important. In his presentation Omar offers a regulator’s 
perspective on this relationship, and shares some future directions at both the Queensland 
and national levels. 
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…and why it matters
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regulator talk…
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“Would you tell me, please, which way I 
ought to go from here?” said Alice

“That depends a good deal on where you 
want to get to,” said the Cat.

“I don’t much care where–”
“Then it doesn’t matter which way you go,”

“–so long as I get SOMEWHERE,”
Alice added as an explanation.

“Oh, you’re sure to do that,” said the Cat, 
“if you only walk long enough.”

Alice in Wonderland adventures
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