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Tackling climate change in a policy-free zone: 





Australia gets carbon price...

But Australian States vacate space on 
climate change... 



Australia’s carbon price scrapped...



Orderly transition or 
chaotic disruption?

Governments are attempting to minimise the impacts of 
climate policy on the BAU economy, however...

In the absence of credible government policies to reduce 
emissions in a measured and predictable way (orderly 
transition);

Communities and civil society will look for other ways to       
achieve abatement. 

This may ultimately be much more disruptive to 
the economy and government authority.



From ‘top-down’ to ‘bottom up’

Response:

• little community confidence in government or 
‘top-down’ measures

• Review of strategy employed by civil society 
and environment groups

• Shift in approach to focus ‘at source’ (keeping 
fossil fuels in the ground)



Key strategies - Divestment



Key strategies – Blocking access to land



Key strategies – legal challenges



Key strategies -
Removing social license



WA’s domestic GHG 
Emissions

Total current WA GHG emissions ~ 80  MT p/a

New offshore LNG projects will increase this by 1/3

Wheatstone LNG  >10 MT p/a   
(no effective abatement conditions) 
Browse FLNG 8.7MT p/a     
(no abatement conditions at all – cancels out entire ERF abatement)
Prelude FLNG 2.3MT p/a 
(required offsets reportedly sold by proponent)
Gorgon LNG                     4 – 6.7 MT p/a 
(some CO2 reinjection required - if feasible)

This is only the emissions from 
processing the gas!



Lifecycle emissions from Australia’s fossil fuels 
compared with 202 carbon budget



WA onshore 
gas  resources

• One of the world’s largest 
onshore gas reserves

• Estimated 280 trillion cubic 
feet of recoverable gas = 200 
times Australia’s annual gas 
use

• Require an estimated 
100,000+ fracking wells

• Could produce over 20GT of 
CO2 (domestic + international 



Potential lifecycle CO2 from WA’s 
onshore gas 
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Fracking in 
Midwest nature 

reserves



Haliburton Fracking pumps, Arrowsmith



Drover -1 Gas Well, Green Head



Water supply 
areas covered 

by fracking 
leases in WA



Gas fracking – Regulatory free zone!

• No EPA assessment of fracking (Nationals MP’s saying EPA 
‘abrogated responsibility’)

• Commonwealth ‘Water trigger’ does not apply to shale gas in 
WA

• No single government agency in WA responsible for 
protecting groundwater quality & no standards in place

• Fracking effectively exempt from pollution control regulations

• Regulator (DMP) is also promoting development

• DMP requirement: ‘As low as reasonably practicable’ (ALARP)

• No access to monitoring data by community

• Government review found DMP’s Environment Management 
Plans ‘unenforceable’

• Zero controls on GHG pollution



Community Response



Community response (WA)
‘Gas-field free’ communities



Communities working together

• 5 Mid-West gasfield free communities and 
growing
• 96-98% support for gasfield free 
communities
• Local governments adopting policies to 
protect land and water





Community opposition in WA (DMP Survey)



Recent Campaign Wins
Alcoa pulls funding 
fromBuru Fracking project in 
Kimberley after 98% of 
Traditional Owners object



AWE abandons ‘Drover’ fracking project 
after strong community opposition



WA Labor adopt policy 
supporting a moratorium on 
fracking in WA



Cost of 
abatement?

$0.5 - 1M cost of 
advocacy to keep 
WA’s onshore gas in 
the ground

Cost of abatement less 
than 1c per tonne 



But.... Protect Peaceful Protest


