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Many species of birds have epic 
annual migrations

Migratory waders roosting at Roebuck Bay



There are eight major flyways for 
migratory waders

Migratory Shorebird Flyways  Source  MacKinnon, J., Verkuil, 

Y.I. & Murray, N. 2012. IUCN situation analysis on East and 

Southeast Asian intertidal habitats, with particular reference to 

the Yellow Sea (including the Bohai Sea) p 2



The loss of key habitat areas along migration 
routes can critically affect the survival of species

Source  MacKinnon, J., Verkuil, Y.I. & Murray, N. 2012. IUCN situation 

analysis on East and Southeast Asian intertidal habitats, with particular 

reference to the Yellow Sea (including the Bohai Sea)



Are the environmental pressures on 
migratory species affecting their patterns 

of movement?

Saunders Terns, Cocos-Keeling Islands



Birdlife Australia Rarities Committee

http://birdlife.org.au/conservation/science/rarities-committee

Formed in 1975

Assessed >800 cases

Involving >190 species

http://birdlife.org.au/conservation/science/rarities-committee


Outcome of Observations Reviewed by 
BARC up to July 2015



Classification of Rarities Observed

Asian Brown Flycatcher, Ashmore Reef

Type of species 

Terrestrial 89

Pelagic 55

Shorebird 27

Coastal 14

Waterfowl 8



Normal Movement Patterns

Normal pattern of 
movement 

Trans-equatorial migrant 20

Long distance migrant 61

Dispersive 47

Regional migrant 37

Sedentary/local movements 19

Laughing Gull, Bribie Island



Location of Rarity Occurrences

Sighting Zone

Mainland Australia 133

Christmas & Cocos-
Keeling Islands only

27

Ashmore Reef only 16

Torres Strait only 6

Macquarie Island only 4

Lesser Yellowlegs, South-West Rocks



Species Removed From the BARC Review List

Providence Petrel, Lord Howe 

Island



Looking Ahead

The increased occurrence of vagrants like the Blue Rock Thrush at sites 

such as the Cocos-Keeling Islands could indicate environmental changes 

are having an impact.



Thanks

Grey-headed Lapwing, Burren Junction


