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May 12th 2010 
 
 
Bill Haylock, President 
Simon Mustoe, Convenor EcIA Working Group 
Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand 
GPO Box 211 
Melbourne, Victoria  3001 
 
 
 
Dear Bill and Simon 
 
FRAMEWORK FOR ECOLOGICAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROPOSAL 
 
Thank you for your recent email and phone conversations concerning the proposal by EIANZ to 
develop a framework for ecological impact assessment (EcIA), with the objective of providing 
professional practitioners with guidance consistent with good scientific and professional 
practices. 
 
AMSA is Australia’s largest professional association of marine scientists with over 900 members 
nationally. The AMSA mission is to advance marine science in Australia. AMSA’s objectives are 
to: 

• promote, develop and assist in the study of all branches of marine science in Australia; 
• provide for the exchange of information and ideas between those concerned with 

marine science; and 
• engage in public debate where we have specialist knowledge. 

 
We have read the proposal description and the document Ecological Impact Assessment: 
Towards the development of guidelines for Australia and New Zealand provided to AMSA. The 
purpose of this letter is to offer in-principle support for the proposal, and to let you know that we 
would like the opportunity of involvement as the guideline develops.  
 
We have many professional members (both scientists and managers) who may be interested in 
commenting and contributing to the developing guideline. We also note that such a guideline will 
inevitably be a document which must evolve over years or decades. 
 
Many of our members are involved in marine ecological impact assessments at some time in 
their careers. AMSA acknowledges it is very important that ecological impact assessments are 
robust and reliable to ensure ecologically sustainable development and to protect biodiversity 
and ecosystem services. The draft Guidelines provide a starting point in developing a 
framework for scientists that provides some quality assurance for environmental management. 
 
AMSA’s final decision on endorsement of the guideline will be made by AMSA’s Council, 
informed by our members as they contribute and comment on the document. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

 

Anthony Boxshall Ph.D 
AMSA Federal President 

PO Box 8, KILKIVAN Qld 4600 

ABN 35 279 182 164 

Telephone: 07 / 5484 1179 
Fax: 07 / 5484 1456 

Treasurer: Ms Narelle J. Hall 
Treasurer’s email: treasurer@amsa.asn.au 
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ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA Inc. (ESA) 

c/- The Executive Officer 
PO Box 2187,  Windsor, Qld 4030 Australia 

email: executiveofficer@ecolsoc.org.au 
http://www.ecolsoc.org.au  

ABN 20 571 098 795 
     

 March 31, 2010 

Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand 
GPO Box 211 Melbourne, Vic. 3001 
To: Simon Mustoe (Convenor, Ecology) and Bill Haylock (President) 
 
Dear Simon and Bill, 
 
I refer to recent initiatives by the Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand 
(EIANZ) to develop a framework for ecological impact assessment (EcIA) that is relevant 
to Australia and New Zealand, and targeted at improved practices to achieve ecologically 
sustainable development and biodiversity conservation. 
 
The ESA understands that EIANZ has initiated a process of document development and 
consultation which comprises:  production of a draft document, broad circulation, 
feedback from the scientific and stakeholder communities, and progressive refinement of 
the document. 
 
ESA supports the aim of developing such guidelines and the consultative process of their 
development.  
 
We recognise that the draft document "Ecological Impact Assessment: Towards the 
Development of Guidelines for Australia and New Zealand" is an important step towards 
this goal. 
 
The Ecological Society of Australia (ESA) is an incorporated society of around 1500 
ecological scientists and managers from around the nation. The ESA aims to promote the 
advancement and exchange of ecological knowledge and its sound application in 
environment and society.    
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Carla P. Catterall 
President 
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