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Biophylia

Wildlife Relations

Links between wildlife and people

» Kellert, S. R., (1996). The Value of Life. Biological Diversity and Human
Society. Island Press.

» Kellert, S.R. (1997). Kinship to Mastery. Biophilia in Human Evolution and
Development. Island Press.

» Kellert, S. R., and Wilson, E.O. (eds.) (1993). The Biophilia Hypothesis. Island
Press.

» Describe and propose human values for wildlife and nature
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Basic human values for wildlife

Value

Definition

Function

Utilitarian

Practical and material exploitation of
nature

Physical sustenance/security

Naturalistic

Direct experience and exploration of
nature

Curiosity, discovery, recreation

Ecologistic-
Scientific

Systematic study of structure, function,
and relationship in nature

Knowledge, understanding, observational
skills

Aesthetic

Physical appeal and beauty of nature

Inspiration, harmony, security

Symbolic

Use of nature for language and thought

Communication, mental development

Humanistic

Strong emotional attachment to, and
love for, aspects of nature

Bonding, sharing, cooperation,
companionship

Moralistic

Spiritual reverence and ethical concern
for nature

Order, meaning, kinship, altruism

Dominionistic

Mastery, physical control, dominance of
nature

Mechanical skills, physical prowess, ability
to subdue

Negativistic

Fear, aversion, alienation from nature

Security, protection, safety, awe

Basic wildlife values:
Aesthetic, Dominionistic, Ecologistic,
Humanistic, Moralistic, Naturalistic,
Negativistic, Scientific, Utilitarian

Factors influencing attitudes toward wildlife.
From The Value of Life Kellert (1996).

Knowledge of wildlife:
Biological understanding
Ecological understanding

Awareness of issues

Attitudes toward
wildlife

Perception of individual species:
Phylogenetic relation, Aesthetic
preferences, Presumed intelligence, Size,
Historic relation, Danger, Threat,
Morphology, Locomotion

Human/animal relationship:
Conservation status
People/wildlife conflict
Wildlife utilisation
People/animal/land relation
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Values development — wildlife / nature

Acknowledgment: Tom Mumbray - DOE - for sharing his work!




