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MARTU COUNTRY

 13.6 million Ha

 All exclusive possession native title over unallocated 
Crown land

 Spans 3 IBRA regions
• Great Sandy Desert
• Little Sandy Desert
• Gibson Desert

 Completely surrounds Karlamilyi (Rudall River) 
National Park
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About Martu

 Traditional owners to the Western Desert

 Strong culture

 Recent first contact with Europeans

 Some elders have first hand knowledge of living in 

country
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Martu aspirations



Martu community version

Martu Kanyirninpa Ngurrara Plan
A plan for healthy country

Healthy country plan



What Martu value



Threats to what Martu value



Martu on country
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Martu ninti (knowledge)
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Water
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FIRE







Managing feral animals









Weed management



Tourism management





Threatened species management
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Tracking using pujiman ninti (bushman knowledge)



Traditional and contemporary 

knowledge



Jigalong rangers and waru (black flanked rock wallabies)





• Successful translocation 
of 26 wallabies from est. 
population of 500

• 20 satellite or VHF collars 
fitted

• High survival rate to date

• Pouch young healthy

• Extensive trapping and 
population monitoring

Managing rock wallabies



Translocation sites





• Agreement on a 
regional fire 
management and 
annual planning 
process

• Training

• Suite of traditional 
and contemporary 
practices 
implemented:
• Ground burning
• Helicopter assisted
• Aerial incendiary

Managing altered fire regimes















Source: Bliege Bird, Taylor et al. 2014

Example of altered fire regime



• Landscape scale 

• Partnership

• Respecting Martu 
ninti

Challenges
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