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Commissioner
C) Sostanamiy The Status Quo

Victoria

Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability Act 2003 (Victoria)

» Established in 2003

» Independent Commissioner reports on the state of Victoria’'s
environment every five years

» Report (and framework for reporting) must be tabled in
Parliament

» Government must table response within 12 months
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Timely to reflect on SoE reporting from a value and
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» after 10 years

SCIENCE POLICY PEOPLE

» two SoE reports,

Victoria:
STATE OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

» more than 300 recommendations

» growing citizen demand for
environmental action and digital services
» dynamic Victorian policy environment

and international opportunities
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SoE reporting review
Formal and informal consultation including four key projects:
1. Investigation of Victorian SoE reporting practices
2. Benchmarking of national SoE reporting practices

3. Scan of international SoE reporting practices and

4. Interviews with the portfolio leaders and policy makers
who should be key end-users .....
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b N e The questions we asked leaders VORIA
ustainabili State
G

1. Have you utilised either the 2008 and/or the 2013 State
of the Environment report in your role?

2. Where do you see the greatest potential for the report
Into the future?

3. What might the review of State of the Environment
reporting accomplish to be of the most practical value?
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Victoria overnment

The leaders told us:

the independence of the Commissioner and

environmental reporting are important

very limited use is made by them of the SoE Report

and the role of the Commissioner requires clarity
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Use SoE reporting as a platform for a broader
change to drive better environmental outcomes

Less resources on reporting; more resources for
the environment
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Review

From status quo.... .... to innovation.
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The DPSIR Framework
Driving Forces K 7 Pressures
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A Framework for
Environmental Reporting
in New Zealand

State of
the Environment
Responses (SoE)

i | B Responses by society 1o the
| environmental skuation (eg. cleaner
feguiations)
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The condition of the emvironment

Effects of environmental degradation
(8g biodiversity I0ss, economic damage).
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(eg the assessment newzealand govt.nz
of air or water qualty) ewzeaian

ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY OBJECTIVE

WHAT IS THE TREND IN THE STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT?

ORIA

State
Government

THE EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT
STATE AND OUTLOOK 2015

SYNTHESIS REPORT

ENVIRON
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Victorian 2018 State of the
Environment Reporting Framework

State and Benefit

v' Delivering a report
v" Delivering public sector reform

Framework for the Victorian 2018 State of the Environment Report: vm‘
S

State and Benefit
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Focus on:

» iImproved efficacy of environmental reporting
» Increase focus & effort on monitoring

» community access to information

» Improved accountability of government

» Improved transparency of government

» environmental reports that talk to each other



g LSS Our Authorising Opportunities
Dynamic policy environment (2015-2018)

e Qur Environment, Our Future

* Legislative change & review: Climate Change Act, FFG
Act, new Marine and Coastal Act

« Policy initiatives: Biodiversity Strategy, Water Plan,
Climate Change Adaptation Plan, Riparian Action Plan,
Victorian Floodplain Management Strategy

 Response to VAGO Effectiveness of Catchment
Management Authorities (2014)
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Align with international and local frameworks:

« Sustainable Development Goals (UN)

« System for Environmental-Economic Accounts (UN)

 Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists Blueprint for a
Healthy Environment and a Productive Economy

* Victoria’s Future Economy Project

Build on the evidence base of the 2013 Victorian State of the
Environment Report.


http://wentworthgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Blueprint-for-a-Healthy-Environment-and-a-Productive-Economy-November-2014.pdf

Commissioner

ORIA

i Challenging the Status Quo e nment

System of
Environmental-Economic
Accounting 2012

Central Framework

Valuing and accounting for
Victoria’s environment:

Strategic Plan 2015-2020
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Victoria overnment

Key Reform Steps
1. Aligning Victoria's statutory environmental
reporting
2. Transitioning to digital reporting

3. Establishing a state-wide set of indicators:

» condition & extent
» SOCIO-economic

» climate change
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Aligning Victorian environmental reports

2014/15 2016 201/ 2018

STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT REPORT
STATE OF THE BAYS (2016) CATCHMENT CONDITION STATE OF THE
&MANAGEMENT (2017) EMVIRONMENT (2018)

Review & Redesign
Framework
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The shift to digital
Multiple sources of data Multiple layers of data Information anytime, anywhere

Spatial Interface
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g ceowmes  Transition to digital reporting

Victoria

Accurate information when you need it

» 2018 SoE will be entirely online
» Maintains currency of information
» Allows Victorians to interact with information:
» and tailor its use to answer specific queries relevant to them

» Enables information to be accessed anywhere, anytime, at
different scales

» Enhances the utility, relevance and practicality of environmental

information

» Harnesses citizen science
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Search | Signin | Create an account

LOG A SIGHTING

HOME NEW SOUTH WALES QUEENSLAND SOUTH ALSTRALIA TASMANIA VICTORIA WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Overview Sightings Species Resources v Latest News About v

Spot. Log. Map.

Redmap (Range Extension Database & Mapping project)
invites the Australian community to spot, log and map
marine species that are uncommon in Australia, or along
particular parts of our coast.

FIND OUT MORE >
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g Commissionr Challenging the Status Quo

Millennium Development Goals
(est. 2000, deadline 2015, 8 goals,
scope: developing countries)

Sustainable

D o
e"‘;'gaplr:e“t Condition and
(to be est. extent indicators
2015, 17

goals (tbc), - Esta bl ISh Establish.Victorian :
169 targets National ] | sustainable Socio-
(tbc), 304 : Victorian P et economic
indi t’ T Metrics A indicators relevant o Climate
l ICZaOZI(.)S o Metrics to natural capital indicators change
expanded imapna;ts
.scope e adaptation
include all indicators

countries)
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“Governments and
Instrumentalities can no
longer act like Moses
handing down tablets of
stone — they must
become policy co-
construction
platform/marketplace
providers and
participants.”




O e==- Keep in touch

Dr Scott Rawlings
Manager, Science & Research
Commissioner for

Environmental Sustainability, Vic.
scott.rawlings@ces.vic.gov.au




