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vThe Status Quo

Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability Act 2003 (Victoria)

Established in 2003

Independent Commissioner reports on the state of Victoria’s 

environment every five years

Report (and framework for reporting) must be tabled in 

Parliament

Government must table response within 12 months
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vThe Status Quo

Timely to reflect on SoE reporting from a value and 
use perspective:

after 10 years

two SoE reports, 

more than 300 recommendations

growing citizen demand for

environmental action and digital services

dynamic Victorian policy environment

and international opportunities
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Environment 
Protection Act 1970

Victorian State of the Environment Report (CES Act 2003)

Marine & Coastal 
Act (Proposed)

Air

State of the Bay 
(5 yearly -
proposed)

To incorp. PPB 
nutrient 

monitoring, 
Beach Report, 

Yarra Watch, PPB 
Report Card, 

Marine Natural 
Values Report.

SEPP 
(Amb-

ient Air 
Quality) 

Air 
Monitor

-ing
Report
(annual 
– pub. 
2013)

Climate 
Change Act 

2010

Catch-
ment and 

Land 
Protection 
Act 1994

Catch-
ment
Cond-

ition and 
Manage-

ment
Report

(5 yearly 
report-

ing, 
tabled 
2012)

Parks 
Victoria 
Act 1998

State of 
the 

Parks

(7 
yearly 
report-

ing, 
tabled 
2007)

Sustain-
able 

Forests 
(Timber) 
Act 2004

State of 
the 

Forests

(5 yearly 
report-

ing, 
tabled 
2013)

Forests Act 
1958

Fuel 
Manage-

ment
Report
(annual 

reporting, 
published 

2014 -
additional 
reporting 
occurs 5 & 
10 yearly)

Water Act 1989

Index of 
Stream 

Con-
dition

(approx
8 yearly 
report, 

pub. 
2013)

Local 
Government 

Act 1989

SEPP 
(Waters 
of Vic-
toria)

Water 
Quality 
Report

State 
Water 
Acc-

ounts
(S19 -

annual)

DELWP 
Adaptation 

Plan

(4 yearly 
reporting, 

tabled 
2013)

Victorian 
Local 

Govern-
ment

Annual 
Survey 

(waste & 
recycling)
(annual 

reporting, 
published 
2011)**

Proposed Themes for Indicators

*Climate change adaptation and socio-economic 
indicators to be developed separately.
**Waste reporting is only one component of socio-
economic reporting.

Flora & 
Fauna 

Guarantee 
Act 1988

FFG 
object-

ives
reporting
(annual)
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SoE reporting review

Formal and informal consultation including four key projects:

1. Investigation of Victorian SoE reporting practices

2. Benchmarking of national SoE reporting practices

3. Scan of international SoE reporting practices and

4. Interviews with the portfolio leaders and policy makers 

who should be key end-users ….. 

Review



vThe questions we asked leaders

1. Have you utilised either the 2008 and/or the 2013 State 

of the Environment report in your role?

2. Where do you see the greatest potential for the report 

into the future?

3. What might the review of State of the Environment 

reporting accomplish to be of the most practical value?
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The leaders told us: 

the independence of the Commissioner and 

environmental reporting are important

BUT……….

very limited use is made by them of the SoE Report 

and the role of the Commissioner requires clarity

What we learned
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Use SoE reporting as a platform for a broader 

change to drive better environmental outcomes

Less resources on reporting; more resources for 

the environment

What do we need to do
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Review

From status quo…. …. to innovation.
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Victorian 2018 State of the 

Environment Reporting Framework

State and Benefit

 Delivering a report

 Delivering public sector reform



vState & Benefit Design Outcomes 

Focus on:

improved efficacy of environmental reporting

increase focus & effort on monitoring

community access to information 

improved accountability of government

improved transparency of government

environmental reports that talk to each other 
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Dynamic policy environment (2015-2018)

• Our Environment, Our Future

• Legislative change & review: Climate Change Act, FFG 
Act, new Marine and Coastal Act

• Policy initiatives: Biodiversity Strategy, Water Plan, 
Climate Change Adaptation Plan, Riparian Action Plan, 
Victorian Floodplain Management Strategy

• Response to VAGO Effectiveness of Catchment 
Management Authorities (2014)

Our Authorising Opportunities
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Align with international and local frameworks:

• Sustainable Development Goals (UN)

• System for Environmental-Economic Accounts (UN)

• Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists Blueprint for a 
Healthy Environment and a Productive Economy

• Victoria’s Future Economy Project

Build on the evidence base of the 2013 Victorian State of the 
Environment Report.

Integrating Outcomes

http://wentworthgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Blueprint-for-a-Healthy-Environment-and-a-Productive-Economy-November-2014.pdf
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vChallenging the Status Quo

Key Reform Steps

1. Aligning Victoria’s statutory environmental 

reporting

2. Transitioning to digital reporting

3. Establishing a state-wide set of indicators: 

condition & extent

socio-economic

climate change
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Accurate information when you need it

2018 SoE will be entirely online

Maintains currency of  information

Allows Victorians to interact with information:

and tailor its use to answer specific queries relevant to them

Enables information to be accessed anywhere, anytime, at 

different scales

Enhances the utility, relevance and practicality of environmental 

information

Harnesses citizen science 

Transition to digital reporting
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Millennium Development Goals 
(est. 2000, deadline 2015, 8 goals, 

scope: developing countries) 

Victorian State of the Environment Report 2018

Sustainable 
Development 

Goals
(to be est. 
2015, 17 

goals (tbc), 
169 targets 
(tbc), 304 

indicators (tbc 
2016), 

expanded 
scope to 

include all 
countries)

SoE Framework

Condition and 
extent indicators

Establish Victorian 
sustainable 

development 
indicators relevant 
to natural capital

Climate 
change 
impacts 

and 
adaptation 
indicators

Socio-
economic 
indicators

SoE 2018 Framework: State and Benefit
The subset of SDG metrics 
that relate to natural capital 
in Victoria* will require 
indicators established by 
Victorian stakeholders. We 
anticipate significant linkages 
and interdependencies with 
the other two indicator 
domains.

* Relating to the impact of socio-economic drivers 
on natural capital or the socio-economic benefits 
derived from natural capital.
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“Governments and 

instrumentalities can no 

longer act like Moses 

handing down tablets of 

stone – they must 

become policy co-

construction 

platform/marketplace 

providers and 

participants.”



v

Dr Scott Rawlings
Manager, Science & Research
Commissioner for 
Environmental Sustainability, Vic.
scott.rawlings@ces.vic.gov.au

ces.vic.gov.au

Keep in touch


