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Strategic Planning

We support the emphasis on strategic planning. NSW Planning Policies should include issues that
are truly of importance to the future of the State as a whole. These include natural disaster
prevention planning (e.g. bushfire, flooding, storm surge) and flexible approaches for adaptation
to climate change. Coastal management, biodiversity conservation, and infrastructure are also
good examples of spatial planning aspects that require a State-based focus. Given the need to
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limit the number of state-level policies, retail and tourism should be considered at the regional
level, rather than as part of state level planning.

Strategic planning needs to be supported by effective strategic impact assessment. The
Division welcomes transparent and evidence-based decision-making as essential to fostering
the trust of the community. The importance of evidence-based thinking is that it relies on data
records and previous history to guide decisions. This approach is more credible than an issue-
based approach that involves relatively subjective decision-making.

The Division believes that proper evidence-based decision-making needs to be supported by a
broad range of specialists. For example, there is ample evidence of the benefits of including
environmental scientists, engineers, educatorga@a@alpolicy makers and economists
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